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1. With regard to the elements of the international application:* 
pT] the international application as originally filed 
1^ the description: 



pages 
pages 
pages 



1-19 
NONE 



, as originally filed 



NONE 



, filed with the letter of 



, filed with the demand 



fx] the claims: 

pages 20-25 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 

pages NONE 



, as originally filed 



, as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 
, filed with the demand 



filed with the letter of 



I x| the drawings: 

pages \^ 

pages 

pages 



NOME_ 
NONE 



, as originally filed 



[x] the sequence listing part of the description 

pages NONE 

pages 

pages 



, filed with the letter of 



, filed with the demand 



NONE 
NONE 



, filed with the letter of. 



, as originally filed 

, filed with the demand 



nnese elements were available or furnished to this Authori,y^T?oHovS,gSuage ^hich is- 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule 23.1(b)). 
U the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ tf^e^language of the .elation furnished for .he punx^es of international p.lin,ina.y examination (under Rules 552 and/ 

' S ix-rat-r :::: — ' 

n contained in the international application in printed form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
Q furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ feLuSp^fiUl'iL'a'sTO KKiK" ^^""^"^^ 80 feyond the disclosure in the 

□ KnSeli.*^' - '^"-P"'- -dable fonn is identical to the writen sequence listing has 

The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

rxi 

L— J the description, pages NONE 

tij the claims, Nos. NONE 

the drawings, sheets/fig NON E 
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V. Reasoned statement under Article 35f2^ with^^HZTZ 7. ' " 

citations and explanations sup^oAinfsLh statement '''^ applicability; 



I. Statement 

Novelty (N) 

Inventive Step (IS) 



Claims M7, 20-22. 24-26. 28-30 
Claims 18, 19, 23. 27 



Claims 24-26, 28-30 
Claims 1-23, 27 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



Industrial Applicability (lA) 



1-30 



Claims 

Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 



2. citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Claims 18, 19, and 23 lack noveir ndc PCT ArtiriP u - 

al. Gilles et al show in Figure 5A the well know^^ w '"^ "^T""^''"^ ^^""'^^ '^^^^"^ 26»9254 to Gilles et al. 

comprising the optical fiber ' " '""^^^"^ '^^^^ P^^^ show the well known light source 

Claims 18 and 27 lack novelty under PCT ArfiVrp u • 

descries at co.u.n 3, ,i„e /s the ^e'f ^ ^^^^y^^^^ ^'^^ 4,707,596 to Hohberg. Hohber, 

a?rp;.;j:^.ati;n:^^^^^ -~ - u.s. Pa., no. .^^..o .o ku„ . 

Kurosawa et al describe at c.mn 3. lines 40-60 7lZ Z227^ TT "^ "^^^''"^ '^e improvement comprises", 
machining of the work piece based o'n the laser maclrng st^' c'oSlr^^^ ^1"''' ""^^^ -"-"'"6 '"^ 

Claims 1-17 lack an inventive step under PCT Artiri^ iicia u • ■ 
Applicant's p.amble limitations are consfdeL 1 ior £ Tn onh:"": r "" 'r'T' 

Sugawara et al describe at column 2, lines 57-67 the weTJnown con, ! T T" °^ '"e improvement comprises", 

withm a predetermined range or from contact of .he^LTd"wr:e rri^delTo^rf o^^ ^^^^^^ 
Claims 6-17 lack an inventive step under PCT ArtJrip oo k • u • 

Claims 19-22 lack an inventive step under PCT Arfiri^ tn ■ 

P unaer j i Article 33(3) as (Contmued on Supplemental Sheet.) 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (July 1998)^ 



/ 



INTERNATIONAL pI^VIINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 



Supplemental Box 

(To be used when the space in any of the preceding boxes is not sufficient) 



1^ PCT 



ational application No. 
PCT/US99/20820 



Continuation of: Boxes I - VIII 



Sheet 10 



V. 2. REASONED STATEMENTS - CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (Continued)- 
^.or displaceable . translation and.r Ltiont ;:^s.Z^^-^Z ^^^^^J^r^' 



Claims 24-26 and 28-30 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article h^^o..oo 

the translatable fiber optic or the telescopable assiTt gas tub^ ^ ^"^ ^' '"^^ '^^^ ^^^^^ ^^^^'^ ^"gg^^^ 



NONE 
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1 . This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary 
Examining Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 

2. " This REPORT consists of a total ot^^sheets, including this cover sheet. 

This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description, claims and/or drawings 
^ which have been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing reaifications made 
before this Authority (see Rule 70. 16 and Seaion 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These aimexes consist of a total of- J sheets. 



3. This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



I 

II 



TC 17, 



Basis of the report 

I I Priority " ^ ^ U \Jj 

ni IZH Non-establishment of report with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
IV I I Lack of unity of invention 

V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

VI I I Certain documents cited 

VII I I Certain defects in the international application 
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I. Basis of the report 



1 . With regard to the elements of the international application: * 
I I the international application as originally filed, 
the description: 

pages 1-19 as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of _ 

^ the claims: 



pages NONE ^ as originally filed 

pages NONE , as amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages 20-24 , filed with the letter of 21 SEPTEMBER 2000 



^ the drawings: 

pages 1^:5 ^ as originally filed 

pages NONE , filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 

I I the sequence listing part of the description: 

pages NONE ^ as originally filed 

pages NONE . filed with the demand 

pages NONE , filed with the letter of 



2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority' in the 
language in which the international application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 
These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language which is: 

I I the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under Rule23.1(b)). 

I I the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48 .3(b)). 

I I the language of the translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination(under Rules 
^5.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary^ examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

I I contained in the international application in printed form. 
I I filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 
I I furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

I I The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in the 

international application as filed has been furnished. 
I I The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence listing 

has been furnished 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of 

I I the description, pages NONE 

^ the claims, Nos. 21-30 

I I the drawings, sheets/fig NONE 

5 . Tliis report has been establidied as if (some oO the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered to go 
beyond ilie disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)).** 

* Replacement sheets which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation imder Article 14 are referred to in 
this report as originally filed" and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain mnendments (Rules 70. 16 and 70.17). 
** Any replacement sheet containing such amendtnents must be referred to under item 1 and armexed to this report. 
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V. Reasoned statemen t under Rule 66.2(a)ai) with regard to aovelty, inventive step or industrial applicabiUty; 
citations and explanations supporting sudi stat^nent 



1. STATEMENT 

Novelty (N) 



Claims 1-20 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 



Inventive Step (IS) 
Industrial Applicability (lA) 



Clairais 1-20 



Claims NONE 



Claims 1-20 



Claims NONE 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2 CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS u . ^^^c 

ClakDS 1 20 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(2) and 33(3), having novelty and invenuve ^^eps. because the pnor art does 
no^ch or fairly suggest laser devices comprising combinations of distance detemiining means, housing deteimming means, 

s^oS operating mode sensing means, and crash detection selection and commumcation means, and the prior art 

doL^Uetr^^^^ si^ggest laser heads comprismg combinations of a telescoping housing and a telescopmg assist gas deliveiy 
tute Se ,S telescoping housing, and the prior art does not teach or fairly suggest laser heads comprismg a light path adjustmg 
devirtSLktably suppoLd by ahousing and a receiving optic translatably supported to adjust the hght path along ^r^t and second 
axe to center the laser^am with the tip, the light source comprising an optical fiber which is translatable and separated from ihe 
receiv^ o^^^ Claims 1-20 meet the criteria set out in PCT Article 33(4). having industnal applicability, because the subject matter 
as claimed can be made and used in industry. 

NEW CITATIONS 
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1 " ^TRAOg ^ CLAIMS 

2 

3 1 . In a laser device of the type having a laser head and a robot, the laser head 

4 being mounted to the robot, the laser head having a housing, a focal lens disposed within 

5 the housing, a light source in optical communication with the focal lens, a nozzle disposed 

6 within the housing, and a nozzle tip disposed within the nozzle having a sensor, the laser 

7 device having means for multiple operating modes wherein the improvement comprises: 

8 (a) means for determining the distance the laser head is operating at above a 

9 surface of a workpiece; 

10 (b) means for determining the position of the housing at either an extended 

1 1 limit, a retracted limit, or an intermediate predetermined position above a workpiece; 

12 (c) means for stopping the operation of the laser device to avoid damage to the 

13 laser device in response to the means for determining when the housing is at either the 

14 retracted limit, the extended limit, or at the intermediate predetermined distance above a 

15 surface of a workpiece; 

16 (d) means for sensing the operating mode of the laser device to determine a 

17 method of crash detection comprising the laser head and the nozzle tip sensor cooperating 

18 to signal the means for stopping; and 

1^ (e) means for selecting and communicating the method of crash detection to the 

20 means for stopping. 

21 

22 2. The laser device of Claim 1 wherein the means for stopping the operation of 

23 the laser comprises a crash interlock, wherein the crash interlock is preferably controlled 

24 by a programmable logic controller. 

25 

26 3. The laser device of Claim 1 wherein the means for stopping is operable to 

27 stop the laser device when the laser head is positioned between 0 mm to about 1mm above 

28 a surface of a workpiece. 
29 
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1 4. The laser device of Claim 1 wherein the operating mode of the laser device 

2 is selected from the group of parked, teach, run, or hold. 

3 5. The laser device of Claim 4 wherein the means for stopping is operable to 

4 stop the laser device when the laser head is positioned between 3 mm to about 6 mm above 

5 the surface of the workpiece when the operating mode of the laser device is the parked 

6 mode. 



7 



8 6. The laser device of Claim 1 wherein the means for determining the distance 

9 the laser head is operating above a surface of a workpiece further comprises means for 
10 capacitive sensing. 

11 

.^12 7. The laser device of Claim 1 wherein the means for means for sensing the 

13 operating mode of the laser device to determine a method of crash detection, the means for 

14 determining the distance, the means for determining the position, and the means for 

15 stopping the operation of the laser device comprises an electronic circuit. 
16 

17 8. In a laser device of the type having a laser head and a robot, the laser head 

18 being mounted to the robot, the laser head having a housing, the housing having a first 

19 body portion and a second body portion, the first body portion being telescopable with the 

20 second body portion, a focal lens disposed within the housing, a light source in optical 

21 communication with the focal lens, a nozzle disposed within the housing, and a nozzle tip 
; 22 disposed within the nozzle having a sensor, the laser device having means for multiple 

23 operating modes wherein the improvement comprises: 

24 (a) means for determining the distance the laser head is operating at above a 

25 surface of a workpiece; 

26 (b) means for determining the position of the telescopable housing at either an 

27 extended limit, a retracted limit, or an intermediate predetermined position above a 

28 workpiece; 

29 (c) means for stopping the operation of the laser device to avoid damage to the 

30 laser device in response to the means for determining when the telescopable housing is at 
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1 either the retracted Hmit, the extended limit, or at the intermediate predetermined distance 

2 above a surface of a workpiece; 

3 (d) means for sensing the operating mode of the laser device to determine a 

4 method of crash detection comprising the laser head and the nozzle tip sensor cooperating 

5 to signal the means for stopping; and 

6 (e) means for selecting and communicating the method of crash detection to the 

7 means for stopping. 
8 

9 9. The laser device of Claim 8 wherein the means for stopping the operation of 

10 the laser comprises a crash interlock, wherein the crash interlock is preferably controlled 

11 by a programmable logic controller. 
12 

13 10. The laser device of Claim 8 wherein the means for stopping is operable to 

14 stop the laser device when the laser head is positioned between 0 mm to about 1mm above 

15 a surface of a workpiece. 
16 

17 11. The laser device of Claim 8 wherein the operating mode of the laser device 

18 is selected from the group of parked, teach, run, or hold. 
19 

20 12. The laser device of Claim 1 1 wherein the means for stopping is operable to 

21 stop the laser device when the laser head is positioned between 3 mm to about 6 mm above 

22 the surface of the workpiece when the operating mode of the laser device is the parked 

23 mode. 
24 

25 13. The laser device of Claim 8 wherein the means for determining the distance 

26 the laser head is operating above a surface of a workpiece further comprises means for 

27 capacitive sensing. 
28 

29 14. The laser device of Claim 8 wherein the means for means for sensing the 

30 operating mode of the laser device to determine a method of crash detection, the means for 
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1 determining the distance, the means for determining the position, and the means for 

2 stopping the operation of the laser device comprises an electronic circuit. 
3 

4 15. In a laser head for a robotic unit of the type having a housing, a focal lens in 

5 the housing and a light source in optical communication with the focal lens, the housing 

6 having a nozzle with a tip, wherein the improvement comprises: 

7 (a) a device for adjusting a light path of a light beam directed from the light 

8 source onto a focal optic to center a focused laser beam formed by the focal optic coaxial 

9 with the tip, wherein the device is translatably supported by the housing and comprises a 

10 receiving optic for receiving the light beam, the receiving optic is translatably supported 

1 1 within the housing to adjust the light path of the light beam along a first axis of the housing 

12 to center the focused laser beam coaxial with the tip and is pivotally supported within the 

13 housing to adjust the light path of the light beam along a second axis of the housing to 

14 center the focused laser beam coaxial with the tip; and 

(b) the light source having an optical fiber supported by a fiber adapter, the 

16 optical fiber being adapted to direct a fight beam into the housing to the receiving optic, the 

17 optical fiber being separated from the receiving optic by a distance, the fiber adapter being 

18 translatable with the receiving optic to maintain a constant distance between the optical 

19 fiber and the receiving optic. 
20 

2^ 16. A laser head, the laser head being mountable to a robotic unit, the laser head 

22 having a housing, a focal lens in the housing and a light source in optical communication 

23 with the focal lens wherein the improvement comprises: 

^4 (a) the housing being a telescopable housing; and 

25 (b) a telescopable assist gas delivery tube, wherein the assist gas delivery tube 

26 is disposed within the telescopable housing. 

27 

28 1 7. The laser head of Claim 16 wherein the laser head further comprises a 

29 nozzle attached to the housing, the nozzle having a first tapering portion, a second 

30 elongated tapering portion and a third tapering portion. 

23 
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18. In a laser head of the type being adapted to mount to a robot, the laser head 
having a housing, a focal lens in the housing and a light source in optical communication 
with the focal lens, wherein the improvement comprises: 

(a) a means for adjusting a light path within the housing of a light beam from the 
light source; and 

(b) an assist gas delivery tube disposed within the housing, wherein the assist 
gas delivery tube is telescopable, and wherein the housing is telescopable. 

19. The laser head of Claim 1 8 further comprising an elongated nozzle attached 
to the housing. 



20. The laser head of Claim 1 8 wherein the means for adjusting further 
comprises a receiving optic, the receiving optic being translatably supported within the 
housing to adjust a light path of a light beam along a first axis of the housing and pivotally 
supported to adjust the light path of the light beam along a second axis of the housing onto 

the focal lens. 
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ROBOnCALLY OPERATED LASER HEAD 

5 

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 
This is a completion application of a co-pending, prior filed U.S. provisional 
application S.N, 60/099,547 entitled 'Laser Cutting-Head with Adjustable Light 
Source, Crash Avoidance System and Improved Gas Delivery System'' filed September 
10 9, 1998, the disclosure of which is herein incorporated by reference. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

I. FIELD OF THE INVENTION 
15 The present invention pertains to robotically operated laser cutting and welding 

devices. More particularly, the present invention pertains to a robotically controlled 
laser cutting or welding head that operates about the surface of a three dimensional 
workpiece. 

20 II. PRIOR ART 

Present-day laser cutting or welding devices typically have a light source that 

directs light to one or more mirrors and lenses which in turn directs the light to a focal 

or condenser optic. The light source may be an optic fiber. The mirror and lenses or 

optics of the laser device are typically housed in a laser head. The laser head has a 
25 housing with a nozzle through which a laser beam is directed to impinge upon a 

workpiece. The operation or motion of the laser head about a workpiece may be 

controlled by a robot and controller or the like. 

Robotically controlled laser devices are often operated under rugged conditions. 

The devices are subjected to jarring, bumping and vibrations. Continual use under 
30 these conditions often results in the light beam being other than optimally aligned on 

the laser optics. 
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workpiece. The gas may be delivered to the nozzle via an external, loose tube or hose 
connected to a gas source. The gas delivery tubes of present day laser heads are 
deficient for a number of reasons including the feet that they create a point or place for 
a workpiece to catch upon. Additionally, these tubes frequently wear out or become 
damaged as a result of their external positioning next the laser head, thus requiring 
repeated replacement. 

As is generally known to the skilled artisan, present day laser heads can be 
operated by a robot. The robot controls the pattern and distance the laser head operates 
about the surface of a workpiece. 

The surface topography of a workpiece can vary considerably. Similarly, the 
thickness of a workpiece can also vary considerably. As a result, it has been a long- 
standing problem to have collisions between the laser head and a workpiece or a 
surrounding fixture that may damage either the laser head or the workpiece. To further 
complicate the problem, workpieces are often cut in batch during industrial operations. 
As a robot moves the laser head from workpiece to workpiece collisions may occur due 
to the misplacement of the workpiece within a support structure. 

One attempt to overcome the problem of collisions has been to provide present 
day laser heads with breaker switches or micro switches that open to stop the robot 
after a laser head has collided with a workpiece. The force required to open the breaker 
switch may be a force sufficient to disconnect the laser head from the robot. This force 
can be sufficient to damage the laser head, optics or the robot. 

Therefore, it is to be appreciated from the preceding that present day robotically 
operated laser heads are deficient in providing for precise manipulation about a three- 
dimensional workpiece having varying topography for a number of reasons. For 
example, present day laser heads require a bulky housing to accommodate present day 
optics and their support structures. Further, present day laser heads are typically fitted 
with an external assist gas delivery system that may catch upon a workpiece or fixture 
and may succumb to accelerated wear. 

It is also to be appreciated from the preceding that present day robotically 
operated laser heads fail to provide a suitable means for adjusting the optical path of a 
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It is also to be appreciated from the preceding that present day robotically 
operated laser heads fail to provide an effective, yet durable, way of delivering an assist 
gas to the nozzle of a laser head. 

It is also to be appreciated from the preceding that present day, robotically 
operated laser devices having a laser head attached to a robot are deficient in providing 
an effective means of avoiding a collision with a workpiece so as not to substantially 
disconnect the laser head from the robot attached thereto. 



As discussed hereinbelow, the present invention, to address the above stated 
problems and others, as is detailed hereinafter, enables an improved laser head for 
manipulation about a three-dimensional workpiece having varying topography. The 
present invention also provides an improved laser device having means for avoiding a 
collision with a workpiece by stopping the robot and laser head operation before 
damage to the laser head or robot occurs. 

The laser head hereof has: a housing; a nozzle attached to the housing at a distal 
end thereof, the nozzle forming a tip, a light source which produces a light beam 
supported by the housing; at least one focal optic for receiving the light beam and 
focusing the light beam into a high density laser beam through the nozzle, means for 
adjusting the light path of the light beam from the light source within the housing onto 
the focal optic wherein the means for adjusting is adapted to center the focusing beam 
coaxial with the tip, and means for adjusting the means for receiving the light beam. 

The laser head may further include means for delivering an assist gas from 
inside the housing, through the nozzle to the cutting surface of a workpiece. Also, the 
laser head may further comprise means for determining the proximity of the laser head 
to a workpiece. 

By delivering an assist gas from within the housing and placing the means for 
adjusting the means for receiving the light beam within a top portion of the housing, the 
nozzle and the laser head may be formed with a more streamlined design. By making 
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precisely aboutl&e surface of a three-dimensional workpiece. 

The present invention also provides means for avoiding a collision between a 
laser head and a workpiece. Robotic operation of the laser head may be performed in 
several modes. The modes of operation may be determined by either the proximity of 
the laser head to a surface of a work piece or the operating condition of the robotic unit 
or both. The modes of operation may include, for example, an operation or run mode, a 
park mode, a teach mode, and a hold mode. The modes of operation may further be 
controlled by the operating condition of the laser head, for instance, whether the laser 
head is operating at an extended or a retracted limit. 

In use the laser head is mounted to a robot or robotic arm, which together, 
function as a laser device that may operate upon a surface of a workpiece in one or 
more of the above mentioned modes. The laser device has means for determining if the 
laser head is in contact with or in close proximity to the surface of the workpiece. 
Depending upon the mode of operation that the laser device is functioning in, the 
device, particularly the robot operation, will cease to operate when the laser head is at a 
predetermined distance from a workpiece. Thus, by prohibiting the device from 
operating in certain modes when the laser head is positioned above a surface of a 
workpiece at a certain distance, the present invention provides a crash avoidance 
system whereby the laser head is less likely to be involved in a crash with a workpiece 
to prevent damage and other problems that may therefor follow. 

The laser head hereof may be telescopable. In operation, the telescopable laser 
head retracts and extends to follow the surface of a workpiece and to correct for minor 
deviations therein. The crash avoidance system provides means for stopping the laser 
head and robot or the laser device when the telescopable laser head reaches an extended 
limit or a retracted limit. 

The laser head will typically reach an extended limit when the laser head is fully 
telescoped and positioned at a maximum distance from a work piece such that the laser 
head can not ext«id further to accommodate the distance from a workpiece that the 
laser head is operating at. Even though the laser head is not likely to be involved in a 
collision with a work piece at this distance, such distance is likely to result in inferior 
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use of the las^^^pi-efore, the robot is better shut dovj^^^bpped then left to 
continued opermion about a workpiece. 

The laser head reaches a retracted limit when the laser head moves so close to a 
workpiece that the laser head may no longer retract within itself. The laser head may 
5 reach a retracted limit for a number of reasons, for example as a result of operating 
programming which does not coincide with the variations among surface topography 
between workpieces. If a laser head is left to operate at a retracted limit, the laser beam 
may not optimally impinge upon the surface of the workpiece. Additionally, the laser 
head will be more prone to crashing when operating at a retracted limit. Therefore, the 
10 robot and laser head are preferably stopped until adjustments, such as reprogramming 
the robot or repositioning the work piece, may be preformed. 

For a more complete understanding of the present invention, reference is made 
to the following detailed description and accompanying drawings. In the drawings like 
reference characters refer to like parts throughout the several views. 

15 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
Fig. 1 is a cross-sectional side view of a first embodiment of a laser head in 
accordance herewith; 

Fig. 2 is a cross-sectional top view of the laser head hereof taken along line 3-3 
20 of Fig. 3 and line 1-1 of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a second cross-sectional side view of the laser head in accordance with 
the present invention; 

Fig. 4 is a cross-sectional view of a second embodiment of a laser head in 
accordance with the present invention; and 
25 Fig. 5 is a flow chart of a preferred method of crash avoidance of a robotically 

operated laser head in accordance with the present invention. 

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS 
At the outset, it is to be noted that the present invention is particularly suited for 
30 use in solid material cutting or welding, such as in metal cutting, sheet metal cutting, 
welding, lap welding or for the car manufacturing industry in general, etc., although 
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Now referring to Figs. 1, 2 and 3, a laser head 10 in accordance with the present 
invention is depicted therein as including a housing 12 containing laser optics 13. The 
5 housing 12 forms a hollow inner chamber 20 to provide a light path and to protea the 
optics 13 from particulates and abrasion during any laser cutting or welding operation. 
The housing 12, at a first end thereof, is connected to a mounting block 14 by 
conventional means, such as fasteners or the like. The mounting block 14 may be 
formed separate from the housing 12 or made integral therewith. The mounting block 

10 14 provides a suitable attachment member for securing various components or the laser 
head thereto. The housing 12 tapers down at a second end to a nozzle 16. 
Alternatively, the nozzle 16 may be attached to the second end using suitable fastening 
means. The nozzle 16 further tapers down to tip 90 having an exit or nozzle port 17 to 
provide a laser head that can direct assist gases and prevent debris or spatter from 

15 operation upon a workpiece from entering the nozzle 16. 

In a preferred embodiment, the nozzle 16 is an extended tubular member that is 
narrower than the housing 12. Such a nozzle may have a first tapering conical portion 
followed by a second tapering portion, which also extends longitudinally to provide an 
extended member. The second tapering portion is then followed by a third conical 

20 tapering portion that terminates at a tip. The extended, narrower tubular nozzle 
provides a laser head capable of precisely operating about a three dimensional 
workpiece. 

A hght source 18 is connected to the mounting block 14 and is in optical 
communication with the hollow inner chamber 20 of the housing 12. The light source 
25 18 provides a light beam for the laser head. The light source 18 can be any suitable 
laser light beam generating means, for example, an optical fiber or the like. The light 
source 18 is adapted to shine a beam of light through a chamber in the mounting block 
14 and is adjustably connected thereto, as discussed below. 



30 or means for receiving the light beam. The means for receiving may be any type of 
receiving optic, including a lens, mirror, prism, beam splitter, etc. As shown, the 
means for receiving the light beam comprises a first or receiving lens 22 disposed 



The light source 18 generates and directs the light beam upon the laser optics 13 
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er chamber 20 of the housing 12 .^^n^ceiving lens 22 may be a 
coliimatmg lens, l he receiving lens 22 provides meanstor delivering a suitable light 
beam to a second or focal lens 26. As shown, the receiving lens 22 is supported within 
the inner chamber 20 of the housing 12, at the end opposite the mounting block 14, by a 
5 first lens cartridge 24. The second lens 26 is supported inside the housing proximate a 
top portion of the nozzle 16 by a second lens cartridge 28. The second lens 26 is in 
optical communication with the first lens and may receive a coUimated light beam fix)m 
the first lens 22 to focus the light beam through the nozzle 16 onto a workpiece. 

The laser head 10, hereof^ further includes means for adjusting the incoming 

10 light beam upon a first receiving optic or the like, which is generally depicted at 33. As 
shown, the means 33 for adjusting the incoming light beam includes a fiber adapter 42 
adjustably seated within the mounting block 14. The means 33 for adjusting the 
incoming light beam upon the first receiving optic provides for directing or centering 
the incoming light beam upon a desired light path. The desired light path is, for 

15 instance, an optical path in line with the focal or condensing lens 26. Thus, upon 

operation of the means 33 for adjusting, the incoming light beam can be directed upon 
the focal lens 26 in a manner suitable for delivering an amount of light to the focal lens 
26 sufficient for forming a high-powered laser beam. The means 33 for adjusting also 
permits the focal point of a laser beam to be centered coaxial with the nozzle port 17 or 

20 hole without moving the focusing lens or the nozzle. 

The means 33 for adjusting may comprise a fiber adapter 42. The fiber adapter 
provides means for adjustably supporting an optical fiber. As shown, the fiber adapter 
42 is a hollow member having an outer wall 48 for supporting an optical fiber within 
the moimting block 14. The outer wall 48 is adapted to extend into the mounting block 

25 14 and terminate at a tip 44 of the fiber adapter 42. The tip 44 has a central opening or 
is open at a first end for directing light from the optical fiber there through, A support 
ridge 46 extends circumferencially from the outer wall 48 to slidably support the fiber 
adapter 42 upon a ledge or shelf 32 of the moimting block 14. The outer wall 48 
longitudinally extends beyond the support ridge 46 where the wall 48 has at least one 

30 notch 50 circumferencially disposed thereabout. The notch 50 is used to secure or fix 
the position of the fiber adapter 42 within the mounting block 14. The wall 48 
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adapted to receive an 



optical fiber there through. 

An optic or optical fiber 34 is seated in the fiber adapter 42 and extrads to 
approximately the tip 44 of the fiber adapter 42. The optical fiber 34 is secured or 
5 removably fixed within the fiber adapter 42 using any suitable fastening means, for 
example, a screw 58 impinging upon a tapered portion 56. The use of the optical fiber 
34 for producing a light beam is generally known and includes any type of long, thin 
thread of fiised silica, or other transparent material used to transmit light. 



10 mechanism to shear upon the occurrence of a violent or uncontrolled crash between the 
laser head and a workpiece or other fixture. The mounting block 14 has a first 
throughbore 91 and a second bore 93 concentric therewith, the bores 91, 93 cooperate 
to form a ledge 32. The fiber adapter 42 has a ridge 46 adapted to set upon the ledge 32 
of the mounting block 14. The second bore 93 has a radius substantially greater than 

15 both the ridge 46 of the fiber adapter and the first bore 91 of the mounting block 14. 
The fiber adapter 42 is disposed tip 44 first in the first throughbore 91 of the mounting 
block such that the ridge 46 of the fiber adapter contacts the ledge 32 of the mounting 
block and is translatable or is slidably seated thereon. Thus, the fiber adapter 42 is 
adapted to translate or slidably move upon the ledge 32. The slidability or translation 

20 of the fiber adapter 42 provides for adjustment of the light beam upon the focal lens 26 
to center the focused laser beam through the tip 90 of the nozzle 16. 

The mounting block 14, may also provide a support to attach the laser head to a 
robot 35 (shown in part). The laser head may be attached to the robot 35 using any 
suitable fastening means, such as magnetic attachment, break-away tabs, etc. The 

25 fastening means preferably provides a safety release mechanism, which disconnects the 
laser head fi'om the robot upon a violent or uncontrolled collision. 

As shown in Fig. 3, the mounting block is a two piece structure that acts as a 
safety relief mechanism adapted to shear upon the laser head uncontrollably colliding 
with another object to separate the laser head containing the optics from the robot 35. 

30 The safety relief mechanism comprises an upper break-away flange 36 and a lower 

break away flange 40. The upper break-away flange 36 is secured to the robot 35 using 
suitable fastening means, such as screws, bolts or the like. The lower break-away 



The mounting block 14 provides a support for the fiber adapter 42 and a 
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flange 40 is s^^Pfo the mounting block 14 using suj^^^Lening means, such as a 
screw 60, bolt^^he like. The lower break-away flange is secured to the upper break- 
away flange by a suitable break-away means. The break-away means is effected by at 
least one break-away plate 62 and a plurality of pins 98, 99 connecting the upper break- 
5 away flange 36 to the lower break-away flange 40. A break-away ring 38 is disposed 
between the upper and lower break-away flanges to provide means for aligning the 
flanges. The break-away ring 38 conforms to the inner shape of the upper and lower 
flanges and rests upon the lower flange to effectuate the alignment. 

The break-away plate 62 may be formed of any material that provides a suitable 
10 shearing mechanism to disconnect the upper flange 36 from the lower flange in the 
event of an uncontrolled collision between the laser head and a workpiece or other 
object to thereby separate the laser head from the robot 35. Such a mechanism protects 
the robot and the laser head from major damage should a collision be unavoidable. 
The lower break-away flange 40 has a bore with a radius substantially wider 
15 than the outer wall 48 of the fiber adapter 42 to allow for unrestricted movement of the 
fiber adapter 42 As discussed below, movement of the fiber adapter 42 may be 
restricted by one or more fasteners. 

Referring now to Fig. 2, the fiber adapter 42 is adjustably attached to the 
mounting block 14 with a plurality of fasteners 66, 66', 66", 66"'. Preferably the fiber 
20 adapter 42 is adjustably mounted within the mounting block with at least three 

fasteners, and preferably four fasteners, diametrically disposed radially about the lower 
break-away flange and contacting the notch 50 of the fiber adapter 42. As shown in 
Fig. 1, a screw 66 mounted through the lower break-away flange 40 contacts the notch 
50 in the outer wall 48. The screw 66 cooperates with at least one other screw to 
25 restrict the slidable movement of the fiber adapter 42 about a horizontal or a x-y axis. 

The plurality of fasteners 66, 66', 66", 66'" are equally distanced around the 
fiber adapter 42. Adjustment of the light beam is accomplished by loosening specific 
fasteners 66, 66% 66", 66'" followed by the tightening of other fasteners 66, 66', 66", 
66'" whereby the optic fiber or the fiber adapter 42 may be incrementally moved. This 
30 movement of the optic fiber, in turn moves the light beam emitted from the light source 
to incrementally alter the light path of the beam along the x-y axis of the laser head. 
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When the coi 




lition of the light beam is reached, 




feners 66, 66% 66", 66 



are re-tighteneo^ 

In use, the laser head travels along a surface of a workpiece at a predetermined 
speed. As the present invention contemplates, the laser head is adapted to operate upon 
a three dimensional surface having varying topography. Such a laser head is adapted to 
continuously alter the position or distance that the tip 90 or nozzle 16 of the laser head 
operates at in relation to the changing surface topography of the workpiece. 

A laser head adapted to continuously alter the operating height is now described 
in a preferred embodiment. The housing 12 in this preferred embodiment is a 
telescopable two-part assembly comprising a first body or upper eye-induced tube 70 
and a second body or lower tube 72 retractable and extendable into and out of the first 
body 70. 

The telescopable housing 70, 72 provides a laser head that may precisely track 
the surface of a workpiece in relation to the changing topography of said surface. The 
telescopable housing also provides an improved or fester means for adjusting the 
distance or height that the laser head operates at above a workpiece as compared to a 
laser head adjusted solely by a robot or robotic arm. 

The first and second bodies 70, 72 may be formed of any suitable material, 
including stainless steel, brass, alloys, ceramics, etc. Suitable materials are resistant to 
wear and heat and provide adequate support for the optics. The bodies 70, 72 are 
preferably rigid, cylindrical structures that are sized to fit one within the other. The 
telescopable housing thereby provides a housing less prone to wear, as opposed to for 
example, an accordion or a flexible housing design. 

The laser head, as shown in Fig. 3, includes means 21 for continuously 
adjusting the distance or height that the nozzle or laser head operates at above the 
surface of a workpiece. The means 21 for continuously adjusting is any suitable device 
for extending and contracting the housing within itself or the mounting block. Such 
means may include one or more of the following, for example, an electric motor, rack 
and pinion, hydraulic means, pulley and cable, opposing springs, etc. 

As shown, the means 21 for adjusting includes a motor 76, a flange 75, a pulley 
74, a cable 80, and at least one spring 82 that are connected to drive the telescopable 
housing. As stated above, the lower tube or second body 72 has an outer diameter 
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smaller than 




tube or first body 70 and is telei 




therein. The flange 75 



is connected to or made integral with the top of the lower tube 72. The pulley 74 
having a cable 80 associated with it is rotatably mounted within the mounting block 14. 
The cable 80 is wound upon the pulley 74 with one end extending through the 
5 mounting block 14 and connected to the flange 75. The motor 76 is mounted to the 
mounting block and is functionally connected to the pulley 74. The motor 76 is 
controlled electronically through a controller (not shown). The motor 76 provides 
rotational motion to the pulley 74 for winding and unwinding the cable 80 about the 
pulley 74. The cable 80 in turn moves the flange 75 and the corresponding lower tube 
10 72 into the upper tube 70. 

As shown in Fig. 1, a spring 82 and is seated between the upper tube 70 and the 
lower tube 72 and acts to oppose the retraction of the lower tube 72 within the upper 
tube 70, thereby opposing the motion of the pulley 74. As shown, the spring 82 is 
supported at one end by the lower tube 72 with a spring shield 84. The opposite end of 
15 the spring 82 is attached to the mounting block 14 at a spring post 86. Operation of the 
pulley 74 to wind the cable 80 retracts the lower tube 72 within the upper tube 70. 
Likewise but in a reverse manner, operation of the pulley 74 to unwind the cable 80 
extends the lower tube 72 from the upper tube 70. 



20 head is positioned at above a surface of a workpiece. The means for determining may 
be any suitable distance sensing device or means, including but not limited to various 
electrical devices, capacitive sensing, laser reflection, variable resistance sensors, a 
linear potentiometer, etc. As shown, the means for determining is means 97 for 
capacitive sensing. The means 97 for capacitive sensing includes an electrically 

25 conductive tip 90 disposed at the free or distal end of the nozzle 16 and a capacitive 
sensing cable 94 (shown in part) attached thereto. 

As shown, the nozzle 16 is connected to the bottom of the lower tube 72 of the 
housing. The nozzle preferably has an electrically conductive tip 90. The nozzle 16 
may be made of any metal or alloy that is conductive and heat resistant. An insulating 

30 insert 89 is disposed between the tip 90 and the rest of the nozzle or housing. The 

insert prohibits undesirable electric current from traveling through the nozzle or tip to 
the housing. The tip 90 is connected to the nozzle 16 with a conductive threaded insert 



The laser head may further include means for determining the distance the laser 
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87. Theins( 




provides a connection from the 




the capacitive sensing 



cable 94. 



Thus, the tip 90 is in electrical communication with a capacitive sensing cable 
94. The capacitive sensing cable 94 has an inner conductive core 104. The inner 
5 conductive core 104 is surroimded by an insulated outer coating or dielectric 110. The 
capacitive sensing cable may be connected to the tip 90 in any suitable manner, such as 



nozzle 16. As with the first insert above, the second insert 92 prohibits undesirable 
10 electric current from traveling through the nozzle to the housing. 

In use, an electric charge is applied to the insulative tip 90 through the 
capacitive sensing cable 94, whereby an electrical discharge to the workpiece in 
relation to the distance from the tip 90 occurs. The electrical discharge is measured or 
monitored by a controller or any other suitable device (not shown), such as a PLC, 
15 computer analogue to digital converter, analogue electrical circuit, etc. The controller 
may also operate to keep the distance between the tip 90 and the workpiece constant, 
such as by controlling the motor 76 operation. As will be discussed below, the 
controller may also be used as part of a crash avoidance system. 



20 PLC, electric circuit, computer or the like which may have a program. The controller 
determines the motor 76 operation by processing signals sent from a potentiometer 102, 
means 97 for capacitive sensing or the like. As shown the potentiometer 102 is 
disposed between the mounting block 14 and the lower tube 72. The potentiometer 102 
is electronically connected to the controller. The potentiometer 102 senses the amount 

25 of compression / retraction the housing has undergone and sends an electronic signal to 
the controller. The signals may then be processed with any suitable device, for 
example, an A/D converter, computer software loaded into the computer, etc. The 
signals are then used to determine the e?rtension/retraction the housing has undergone. 



30 system, preferably, is disposed within the housing and adapted to deliver an assist gas 
to the nozzle 16. As shown, the assist gas delivery system is a telescopable, two-part 
conduit 96 which extends along the inside of the housing 12 through the mounting 



spot wdding, fasteners, etc. The inner conductive core 104 is a conductive metal, such 
as copper, silver, etc. A second insert 92 may be used to separate the tip 90 from the 



Operation of the motor 76 is controlled by a controller (not shown), such as a 



The laser head may also include an assist gas delivery system, wherein the 
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block 14 and 




:ed to a gas inlet connector 30. 




inlet connector 30 is 
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15 



20 



25 



mounted to the top of the mounting block 14 and extends into the housing 12. The gas 
inlet connector 30 is connected to the conduit 96 disposed within the housing 12 by any 
suitable fastening means. The conduit 96 runs the length of the housing 12 tapering at 
the nozzle 16. The conduit 96 has a rigid inner tube 98 collapsible into a rigid outer 
tube 100, wherein the outer tube 100 has an inner diameter greater than that of the outer 
diameter of the inner tube 98, thereby allowing the conduit 96 to retract/extend within 
itself The retractable, extendable gas assist delivery system provides a durable way to 
deliver an assist gas to the nozzle and provides a laser head more capable of operating 
about a three dimensional sur&ce. 

In a preferred embodiment, the laser head and robot form a laser unit having a 
crash avoidance system. The crash avoidance system includes means for determining 
the operating mode of the laser head; means for determining the distance the laser head 
is operating at above a surface of a workpiece; and means for stopping the operation of 
the laser unit to avoid a collision when the laser head is detected at a predetermined 
distance above a surface of a workpiece. 

Referring now to Fig. 5, shown therein is a flow chart depicting the operation of 
a crash avoidance system in accordance with the present invention generally shown at 
524. Operation of the laser head and robot is performed as a unit. The unit may be 
operated in several different modes. The modes of operation may be determined by 
either the position of the laser head about a workpiece or by an operating condition of 
the robot or by both. The modes of operation may include, for example, an operating 
or run mode, a park mode 510, a teach mode 512, and a hold mode 514. 

Each mode of operation may be a discrete operating mode. The run mode is the 
actual operation of the unit. The park mode 5 1 0 is a mode of operation where the unit 
is in a standing or latent position. The teach mode 5 12 is a mode of operation where 
the unit masks or traces the desu-ed motions and actions of operation in order to 
program the unit. The hold mode 5 14 is a mode of operation where the unit operates 
upon a portion of a workpiece at an edge or hole of the workpiece. During operation, 
the laser head normally tracks the surface of a workpiece by rising and falling 
therewith. Rather than having the height of the laser head drop dramatically upon 
reaching an edge or hole in the workpiece, in the hold mode 514 the laser head 
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maintains it's 




"operating axis or height irrespecti 




le surface it is operating 



upon to properly perform the laser operation. 

The means 522 for determining the distance the laser head is operating at above 
a surface of a workpiece is any device or means that allows the approximate space 
5 between the distal end of the tip of a laser head and a surface of a workpiece to be 

measured. The laser head and robot function as a unit which operates upon a surface of 
a work piece in one or more of the above mentioned modes. The means 522 for 
determining the distance may be any suitable means or device, such as the means 97 for 
capacitive sensing or the linear potentiometer 102 as described above. The means 522 
10 for determining may also be either a single device or separate devices 522% 522" for 
determining the distance. 

As mentioned above and shown in Fig. 3, the means 97 for capacitive sensing 
comprises a nozzle or tip 90 and means for electrically determining if the laser head is 
in contact with or in close proximity to the surface of the workpiece. Depending upon 
15 the mode of operation that the unit is functioning in, the unit will not operate or will 
cease to operate when the laser head is at a predetermined distance from a work piece. 
The predetermined distance is normally from 0 mm to about 1mm and preferably less 
than 0.5 mm between the laser head and a workpiece. A crash is considered avoided 
even if the predetermined distance is set to 0 mm as long as damage does not occur to 
20 the laser head or robotic unit upon contact. Thus, by prohibiting the unit from operating 
in certain modes when the laser head is positioned at certain heights or in contact with a 
workpiece, the present invention provides a laser head less likely to be involved in a 
crash with a workpiece or damaged, thereby preventing problems that may therefor 
follow. 

25 The laser head and robot or the unit may further be controlled by the operating 

condition of the laser head. For instance, operating conditions of the laser head include 
but are not limited to the laser head reaching an extended limit 516 or a retracted limit 
518. As the present invention also provides a laser head that is telescopable or 
extendable, the crash avoidance system may provide means for stopping the unit when 

30 the laser head reaches the extended limit 5 1 6 or the retracted limit 518. A laser head 
will typically reach an extended limit 516 when the laser head is at a maximum 
distance from a workpiece and the telescoping housing is fiiUy extended. Even though 



15 




the laser head, 




rikely to be involved in a coUisionj 




rorkpiece, such 
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operating condition is likely to resuh in inferior use of the laser beam. Therefore, the 
laser unit is better shut down or left idle for adjustment than left to continued operation 
on a workpiece. 

The laser head reaches a retracted limit 518 when the laser head operates or 
moves close to or is in such proximity to a workpiece that the telescopable housing of 
the laser head may no longer retract within itself A laser head may reach a retraaed 
limit 5 18 as a result of preprogramming the operation of the laser head, wherein the 
programming does not coincide with unexpected variations of workpiece surface 
topography. If a laser head is left to operate at a retracted limit 518, the focused laser 
beam may not properly impinge upon the surface of the workpiece, or the laser head 
may be prone to increased collisions. Therefore, the unit is preferably stopped or left 
idle until adjustment to the unit or reprogramming may be preformed. 

For example, as a laser cuts a workpiece, the laser head may operate at about 1 
mm fi*om the cutting surface. In movement fi-om workpiece to workpiece, the laser 
cutting head may momentarily reach a parked position, being as much as 10 mm fi'om 
the workpiece. As the head then moves fi-om workpiece to workpiece, the means 522 
for avoiding a collision detects if the workpiece comes within a 3 mm to 6 mm range of 
the surface of a work piece and shuts the laser head and robot off before a collision 
occurs. 

The means 520 for stopping the operation of the laser head to avoid a collision 
when the laser head is detected at a predetermined distance above a surface of a 
workpiece may be any suitable means or device that stops or prohibits the movement of 
the laser head and robotic unit when a "crash" condition is met. Suitable devices 
comprise for example, a controller that receives a signal from a linear potentiometer, 
the controller in turn sending a signal to open a crash interlock to stop the laser head 
and the robot. The controller can be any suitable controlling device that may receive a 
signal and send a signal when a "crash" condition is met. Suitable controlling devices 
include a PLC, a computer driven by software, a circuit board Avith a controller chip, an 
electric circuit, an analogue electric circuit, PROM, etc. 

Referring now to Fig. 4, there is depicted therein a second embodiment of the 
present invention, generally depicted at 200, wherein an optical fiber 224 is connected 
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to a laser hea(|||MIII an angle, preferably normal to th^^^ axis. In this 
embodiment, the laser head comprises a housing 201, an optical fiber 224 and means 
215 for adjusting the light path of light beam produced from a light source. As shown, 
the means 215 for adjusting is an adjustable optic or mirror assembly disposed within 
5 the housing 201 for adjusting the incoming light beam along the y-axis of the laser head 
and a translatable or slidable carriage to adjust the incoming light beam along the x-axis 
of the laser head. 

Positioning the optical fiber 224 at an angle provides for attachment of a camera 
202 or other viewing device at the top of a mounting block 204, directly above the 

10 focused laser beam. As shown, a receiving mirror 206 or optic is disposed within the 
housing 201 and is adapted to deflect or bend the incoming light beam onto a first lens 
208 to provide a light beam that enters the housing at an angle in relation to the exiting 
laser beam. The light beam is passed to a second or focal lens 210 from which the Ught 
beam is focused through a nozzle 212 onto a workpiece (not shown). 

15 A mounting block 204 in conjunction with the housing 201 is used to fix the 

laser head to a robot or robotic arm 235 (shown in Part). As shown, the mounting 
block 204 also provides a suitable support for a light source 224, for optics 208, 206, 
210 and for a camera 202. The mounting block 204 has an internal chamber 218; a first 
hole 220 passing through the bottom of the mounting block which bisects the chamber 

20 218; and a second hole 222 extending from the side of the chamber to a back wall. 

The means 215 for adjusting may include an adjustable mirror assembly. As 
shown, the adjustable mirror assembly is disposed within the mounting block 204. The 
adjustable mirror assembly includes a mirror 206, a mirror mount 214, and a pair of 
biased adjustment fasteners 250 (one of which is shown). The mirror 206 is seated on 

25 the mirror mount 214 and is rotatably disposed within the internal chamber 218 with 
the pair of biased adjustment fasteners 250. The fasteners 250 may be any suitable 
securing members that are adjustable, such as screws, bolts, clips, clamps, etc. As 
shown, the fasteners 250 are screws extending through the mounting block to 
adjustably hold the mirror mount 214 in place. 

30 The mirror mount 214 has a machined side to tightly fit against or butt the front 

surface of a fiber adapter 230. A spring 216 is compressed between the mirror mount 
214 and the back of the chamber 218 to keep the mirror moimt 214 butted to or pressed 
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provides an assembly that may translate or slide in unison, yet forms a two piece 
assembly or a carriage 231 wherein the mirror mount 214 or mirror may independently 
rotate about an axis. 

An optical fiber 224 or other light source is connected to the mounting block by 
a fiber adapter 230. The optical fiber 224 is attached to the fiber adapter 230 by any 
suitable means, for example and as shown, a butt plate 228. The optical fiber 224 is 
positioned to shine a light beam through the second hole 222 to a receiving optic or 
mirror 206. The mirror 206 is positioned on the mirror mount 214 to form the mirror 
assembly. The mirror 206 may be of such design as to reflect only desired wavelengths. 
The mirror 206 is positioned at an angle, preferably about 45 degrees, to provide optical 
communication between the optical fiber 224 and a first lens 208. 

A pair of fasteners, such as adjustment screws 250 (one of which is shown), 
rotatably support the mirror mount 214 within the mounting block. The adjustment 
screws 250 extend fi-om the outside of the mounting block 204 to the mirror mount 214. 
The adjustment screws 250 function to adjust the light beam firom the optical fiber 224 
along the y-axis of the laser head onto the first lens 208 without changing the length the 
light beam travels fi-om the optic fiber 224 to the first lens 208. 

The carriage 231, as shown, comprises the mirror assembly and the fiber 
adapter 230, wherein the mirror assembly diametrically opposes the fiber adapter at 
machined surfaces to form the carriage 23 1 . The carriage 23 1 is slidably seated in the 
mounting block 204. A guide pin 232 fixed to the mounting block rides within a guide 
channel 234 formed in the carriage 23 1 to prohibit rotational movement of the fiber 
adapter 230 within the mounting block 204. 

The carriage 23 1 is translatable along an axis of the laser head. Translation of 
the carriage 231 is limited by any suitable means or fastening device. As shown, a pair 
of set screws 244, 246 limit the translation of the carriage. The set screws 244, 246 
extend through the mounting block 204 to contact a second groove 248 formed on the 
slidable carriage 23 1, whereby tightening the set screws fixes the position of the 
slidable carriage 231. 

The set screws 244, 246 operate in a synergist manner to incrementally move 
the carriage 231 along an axis of the laser head. To incrementally move the carriage. 
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the set screws |fl^P^ are seated in a groove of the mq^^^lock wherein the 
groove 248 tenSates on either end at an inclining wall^The screws 244, 246 and 
groove 248 are adapted to move the carriage along the x-axis when loosening one 
screw 244 followed by the tightening of the other 246. Moving the carriage along the 
5 X-axis thereby moves the optic fiber and mirror moimt in unison to reposition the light 
beam on a lens 208 without changing the length of the light path between the optic fiber 
224 and the lens 208. 

In practicing the present invention, preferably, the housing 201 is sealed and 
generally kept under positive pressure to keep the internal components of the housing 
10 201, including optics, dust fi-ee. Also, the optical system, preferably, comprises a 
plurality of lenses such that a first receiving lens 208 or optic directs a parallel or 
coUimated light beam to a second focusing lens 210. 

While the invention has been illustrated in detail in the drawings and the 
foregoing description, the same is to be considered as illustrative and not restrictive in 
15 character, it is understood that only the preferred embodiment has been shown and 

described fiiUy and that all changes and modifications that come within the spirit of the 
invention are desired to be protected. 

Having thus described the above several embodiments of the present invention, 
what is claimed is: 
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CLAIMS 

3 

4 1 . In a laser device of the type having a laser head and a robot, the laser 

5 head being mounted to the robot, the laser head having a housing, a focal lens disposed 

6 within the housing, and a light source in optical communication with the focal lens, 

7 wherein the improvement comprises: 

8 (a) means for determining the operating mode of the laser device; 

9 (b) means for determining the distance the laser head is operating at above a 

10 surface of a workpiece; and 

1 1 (c) means for stopping the operation of the laser device to avoid damage to the 

12 laser device when the laser head is detected at a predetermined distance 

13 above a surface of a workpiece. 
14 

15 2. The laser device of Claim 1 wherein the means for stopping is adapted 

16 to stop the laser device when the laser head is positioned between 0 mm to about 1mm 

17 above a surface of a workpiece. 
18 

19 3. The laser device of Claim 2 wherein the operating mode of the laser 

20 device is selected from the group consisting of parked, teach, run, hold, extended limit, 

21 or retracted limit. 
22 

23 4. The laser device of Claim 3 wherein the means for stopping is adapted 

24 to stop the laser device when the laser head is positioned between 3 mm to about 6 mm 

25 above the surface of the workpiece when the operating mode of the laser device is the 

26 parked mode. 
27 

28 5. The laser device of Claim 2 wherein the means for determining the 

29 distance the laser head is operating above a surface of a workpiece further comprises 

30 means for capacitive sensing. 
31 
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1 6. MHPIer device of the type having a las^^B^and a robot, the laser 

2 head being mourned to the robot, the laser head having a housing, a focal lens disposed 

3 within the housing, and a light source in optical communication with the focal lens, 

4 wherein the improvement comprises: 

5 (a) the housing being a telescopable housing having a first body portion and a 

6 second body portion, the first body portion being telescopable with the second body 

7 portion; 

8 (b) means for determining the operating mode of the laser device; 

9 (c) means for detecting the distance the laser head is operating at above a 

10 surface of a workpiece; and 

1 1 (d) means for stopping the operation of the laser device to avoid damage to the 

12 laser device when the laser head is detected at a predetermined distance above a surface 

13 of a workpiece. 
14 

15 7. The laser device of claim 6 wherein the laser device further comprises: 

16 means for determining if the telescopable housing is at an extended limit; 

17 means for stopping the operation of the laser device if the telescopable housing 

18 is at an extended limit; 

19 means for determining if the telescopable housing is at a retracted limit; and 

20 means for stopping the operation of the laser device if the telescopable housing 

21 is at a retracted limit. 

22 

23 8. The laser device of Claim 7 wherein the means for stopping is adapted 

24 to stop the laser device when the laser head is positioned between 0 mm to about 1mm 

25 above a surface of a workpiece. 
26 

27 9. The laser device of Claim 8 wherein the operating mode of the laser 

28 head is selected from the group consisting of parked, teach, run, or hold. 
29 

30 10. The laser device of Claim 7 wherein the means for determining the 

3 1 distance the laser head is operating above a surface of a workpiece further comprises 

32 means for capacitive sensing. 
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2 11. fi^ laser device of the type having a laser head and a robot, the laser 

3 head being mounted to the robot, the laser head having a housing, a focal lens disposed 

4 within the housing, and a light source in optical communication with the focal lens, 

5 wherein the improvement comprises: 

6 (a) means for determining the operating mode of the laser device; 

7 (b) means for determining the distance the laser head is operating above a 

8 surface of a workpiece; 

9 (c) means for prohibiting the operation of the laser device to avoid damage to 

10 the laser device when the laser head is detected at a predetermined distance above a 

1 1 surface of a workpiece; 

12 (d) the housing being a telescopable housing; 

13 (e) means for stopping the operation of the laser device if the telescopable 

14 housing is at an extended or retracted limit; and 

15 wherein the means for stopping the operation of the laser device comprises a 

16 crash interlock. 

18 12. The laser head of Claim 1 1 wherein the predetermined distance is from 

19 about 0 mm to about 1mm above the surface of the workpiece. 
20 

21 13. The laser head of Claim 1 1 wherein the operating mode of the laser 

22 device is selected from the operating group consisting of parked, teach, run, or hold. 
23 

24 14. The laser device of Claim 1 1 wherein the means for determining the 

25 distance the laser head is operating above a surface of a workpiece comprises means for 

26 capacitive sensing. 
27 

28 15. The laser device of Claim 1 1 wherein the means for determining the 

29 operating mode comprises a PLC. 

30 

31 16. The laser device of Claim 1 1 wherein the means for determining the 

32 operating mode comprises a computer having a computer program. 
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2 1 7. Thel^er device of Claim 1 1 wherein the means for determimng the 

3 operating mode of the laser head, and the means for determining the distance, and the 

4 means for prohibiting the operation of the laser head, and the means for stopping the 

5 operation of the laser device comprises an electronic circuit. 
6 

7 

8 1 8. In a laser head of the type adapted to be mounted to a robot, the laser 

9 head having a housing, the housing having a nozzle with a tip, a focal lens in the 

10 housing and a light source in optical commimication with the focal lens, the focal lens 

1 1 adapted to focus a light beam from the light source into a focused laser beam having a 

12 focal point, wherein the improvement comprises: 

13 means for adjusting the light path of a light beam from the light source within 

14 the housing onto a focal optic wherein the means for adjusting is adapted to center the 

15 focused laser beam coaxial with the tip. 
16 

J 7 19. A laser head, the laser head being mountable to a robotic unit, the laser 

1 8 head having a housing, a focal lens in the housing and a light source in optical 

1 9 communication with the focal lens, the housing having a nozzle with a tip wherein the 

20 improvement comprises: 

2 1 a device for adjusting a light path of a light beam directed from the light source 

22 onto a focal optic to center a focused laser beam formed by the focal optic coaxial with 

23 the tip, wherein the device is translatably supported by the housing. 
24 

25 20. The laser head of Claim 1 9 wherein the device for adjusting the light 

26 path within the housing comprises a receiving optic for receiving the light beam, the 

27 receiving optic being translatably supported within the housing to adjust the light path 

28 of the light beam along a first axis of the housing to center the focused laser beam 

29 coaxial with the tip. 
30 
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1 21. ^^P^^^ ^^^^ Claim 20 wherein the r^^^g optic is pivotally 

2 supported within the housing to adjust the light path of the light beam along a second 

3 axis of the housing. 
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5 22. The laser head of Claim 19 wherein the receiving optic is translatable 

6 along a first axis and pivotal along a second axis to adjust the light path of the light 

7 beam onto the focal lens to center the focused laser beam coaxial with the tip. 
8 

9 23. The laser head of Claim 19 wherein the light source comprises an optical 

10 fiber, and the device for adjusting the light source comprises a fiber adapter, the fiber 

1 1 adapter adapted to support the optical fiber and direct a beam of light from the optical 

12 fiber into the housing, the fiber adapter being translatable about the housing to adjust a 

13 path of the light beam onto a receiving optic supported within the housing to center the 

14 focused laser beam coaxial with the tip. 
15 

16 24. The laser head of Claim 20 wherein the light source is an optical fiber 

17 supported by a fiber adapter, the optical fiber being adapted to direct a light beam into 

1 8 the housing to the receiving optic, the optical fiber being separated firom the receiving 

19 optic by a distance, the fiber adapter being translatable with the receiving optic to 

20 maintain a constant distance between the optical fiber and the receiving optic. 
21 

22 25. A laser head, the laser head being mountable to a robotic unit, the laser head 

23 having a housing, a focal lens in the housing and a light source in optical 

24 communication with the focal lens wherein the improvement comprises: 

25 the housing being a telescopable housing; and 

26 a telescopable assist gas delivery tube, wherein the assist gas delivery tube is 

27 disposed within the telescopable housing. 
28 

29 26. The laser head of Claim 25 wherein the laser head fiirther comprises a 

30 nozzle attached to the housing, the nozzle having a first tapering portion, a second 

3 1 elongated tapering portion and a third tapering portion. 
32 



24 



1 27. ^^Iller head of the type being adapted^j^^nt to a robotic, the laser 

2 head having a housing, a focal lens in the housing and a light source in optical 

3 communication with the focal lens, wherein the improvement comprises: 

4 means for adjusting a light path within the housing of a light beam from the 

5 light source, wherein the housing is a telescopable housing. 
6 

7 28. The laser head of Claim 27 further comprising an assist gas delivery 

8 tube disposed within the telescopable housing, wherein the assist gas delivery tube is 

9 telescopable. 
10 

1 1 29. The laser head of Claim 28 further comprising an elongated nozzle 

12 attached to the housing. 
13 

14 30. The laser head of Claim 28 wherein the means for adjusting further 

15 comprises a receiving optic, the receiving optic being translatably supported within the 

16 housing to adjust a light path of a light beam along a first axis of the housing and 

17 pivotally supported to adjust the light path of the light beam along a second axis of the 

1 8 housing onto the focal lens. 
19 
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ABSTRACT 



A laser cutting or welding device, the device having a laser head (10) and a robot (35), 
wherein the laser head is attached to the robot (35). The laser head (10) has a housing 
(12), a focal lens (26) disposed within the housing and a light source (18) in optical 
communication with the focal lens (26). The housing (12) has a nozzle with a tip (90), 
the tip having an exit port (17). The laser head (10) has means (33) for adjusting a light 
path of a light beam directed from the light source onto a focal optic to center a 
focusing beam formed by the focal optic coaxial with the tip. In one aspect hereof, the 
laser device has a crash avoidance system. 
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